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Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9–1) qualifications are comparable to the UK GCSE, with 
appropriate international content and assessment that will enable successful progression for learners. 
 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs are studied in over 80 countries worldwide and in independent 
schools in the UK. Available in 37 subjects, they are equivalent, grade for grade, to UK GCSEs and 
accepted by universities globally. Aimed at learners aged 14 to 16, they provide the skills and knowledge 
needed to progress to A Levels, International A Levels, onto university and into employment. Find out 
more about university progression with International GCSEs. 
 
These qualifications have been designed in collaboration with subject experts, teachers and university 
professors, to ensure that the content and assessment methods are appropriate and will enable 
successful progression for learners. 
 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs use the 9–1 grading scale which is also used for the Ofqual 
regulated GCSEs. The new scale was introduced by the UK government to raise standards and recognise 
outstanding performance. It improves differentiation between learners with a nine (9–1), rather than 
an eight (A*–G), point grading scale. This means that students are ideally placed to make progress to 
International A-Levels (IAL) and to universities worldwide. 
 
The design of our qualifications has been approved by a panel of World Class Qualification experts, a 
panel unique to Pearson Edexcel, who have ensured that our qualifications represent international best 
practice. We have also embedded transferable skills support throughout our qualifications, providing 
students with the opportunity to gain a wider set of skills through our academic curriculum, important 
for successful progression to A Levels, university study and employment.  
 

 

TOPIC SPECIFICATIONS PER SUBJECT OFFERED AT BBIA 

Biology https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Biology/2017/specification-and-sample-
assessments/international-gcse-biology-2017-specification1.pdf 

Business https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Business%20Studies/2017/specification-
and-sample-assessment/9781446942765_International_GCSE_Business_Specification.pdf 

Chemistry https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Chemistry/2017/specification-and-sample-
assessments/international-gcse-chemistry-2017-specification1.pdf 

Chinese https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Chinese/2017/specification-and-sample-
assessments/9781446944516-ig-chinese.pdf 

Economics https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Economics/2017/Specification%20and 
%20SAMS/international-gcse-spec-9781446942789.pdf 

English as a 
Second 

Language 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20(as%202nd%20language)/2017/ 
specification-and-sample-assessments/international-gcse-esl-2017-specification.pdf 

English 
Language A 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/ 
Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/9781446954379-int-gcse-englang-a-iss6-02-02-2023.pdf 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university/international-schools.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university/international-schools.html
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English 
Language B 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20B/2016/ 
Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/international-gcse-english-lang-b-specification.pdf 

English 
Literature 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/ 
Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/international-gcse-english-literature-specification.pdf 

Geography https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Geography/2017/specification-and-
sample-assessments/9781446958360-int-gcse-geog-issue-3.pdf 

German https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/German/2017/specification-and-sample-
assessments/International-GCSE-German-Specification.pdf 

Global 
Citizenship 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Global%20Citizenship/2017/ 
Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/international-gcse-global-citizenship-spec.pdf 

History https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/History/2017/specification-and-sample-
assessments/int-gcse-history-specification.pdf 

ICT 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Information%20and%20 
Communication%20Technology/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/international-gcse-in-ict-
spec.pdf 

Mathematics 
A 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Mathematics%20A/2016/ 
Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International-GCSE-in-Mathematics-Spec-A.pdf 

Physics https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Physics/2017/specification-and-sample-
assessments/international-gcse-physics-2017-specification.pdf 

Double 
Science 
Award 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Science%20(Double%20Award)/ 
2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/international-gcse-science-double-award-2017-specification1.pdf 

 


